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and over the toothed rocks and streamed off them again in
hissing torrents. Chunks of ice of fantastic shapes rocked
and swung together in close-packed companies and threw
up plumes of spray. Matheson let the pram fall back now
upon the wind. He brought her opposite the gap in the
turmoil along the beach. With swift strokes he pulled her
away from the eddies that sucked at her and the foaming
cataracts that flung her back. The rocks were all around
us with their roaring water. I sat in the stern gripping the
thwart and thinking " This one'll do for us/' and " Now
we're for it! " A huge sea with a toothed crest that danced
against the sky rushed down upon us. It foamed along its
top as it came. Masses of ice whirled upwards with it,
dark upon its translucence. Matheson turned the pram
swiftly bows on to the foe. We rose up and in an instant
saw all the surf and the rocks with their streaming foam
beneath us. On the back of this charging monster we went
hurtling forward into the surf which boiled around the
pram. She grounded upon the shingle. As the surf
sucked back we leapt out up to our knees and pulled the boat
up before the next wave raced in. We flung out the gear
and carried it up the shingle bank where the sea could not
reach it. Then we pushed the boat off again and, standing
upon that sullen lonely beach, watched Matheson pull out
once more through the holocaust to the Rapid where she rose
aloft and vanished with her three watching figures a mile away.
To stand safe again on dry land seemed to us an overwhelm-
ing joy. It was the main thing, perhaps the only thing,
life offered in that moment. Our troubles were over, we
thought. Let the raging sea do what it liked. I bent down
and touched the cold stones. I picked up a handful of them
and let them run through my fingers, glistening, speckled,
friendly fragments of the mother earth. The cold, shelter-
less, forbidding beach seemed to be the most desirable and
hospitable place in the world, a refuge, an oasis. And it
was steady beneath our feet.